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Recognition from the Department for Education 

This week Iron Acton received a letter from MP Nick Gibb, Member of State for School Standards. The letter 

congratulated the school for the high standard of achievement demonstrated in last year’s Key Stage 2 SATs 

tests, particularly in reading.  

We are thrilled with this recognition and I would like to thank all of the staff at the school for the role they play in 

providing a high standard of education.  

The letter can be found on the news page of our school website: 

http://www.ironactonprimaryschool.co.uk/minister-state-letter/  

Mike Riches  

Themed days update  

Online safety day 

This week, we have been encouraging the children to reflect on ways in which they can stay safe whilst exploring 

the online world. Owen and Joseph in Golden Eagles Class planned and delivered an assembly to all children in 

Key Stage 2. All other children learnt about online safety in their classes.  

We would highly recommend all parents familiarising themselves with the following websites which provide 

more information about how to stay safe online and how you can support your child with this.  

Think You Know: https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/  

NSPCC: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/  

Outdoor learning day 

The children spent most of Wednesday this week learning whilst outside. The weather was amazing and the 

children wrapped up warm then took part in a range of activities in our fantastic school grounds. We feel that it 

is so important for children to spend time outside and that this really helps with their learning. There is a huge 

amount of research that also supports this theory. We will continue to hold outdoor learning days and as well as 

this will look to embed further opportunities throughout the curriculum.  

Mental health week 

Last week was national children’s mental health week. This is often a focus for us at Iron Acton and one of the 

ways we marked the event was through our village walks on Friday. All children went for a walk around the 

village and surrounding area, the purpose of which was to encourage children to make the most of exercise and 

being out in the fresh air which impacts positively on mental health. 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/  
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Homework 

In the previous newsletter, the survey about home work was mentioned. It was helpful to have so much 

constructive feedback. The majority of those who responded were very clear that the new approach is much 

better than the old one and it was noted by many parents that they now have a better understanding of the 

learning that is taking place in the classroom.  

We understand that homework, in whatever form, can be a challenge in different ways. The new approach was 

designed to move away from some of those challenges. There are questions that have been raised which will 

addressed through this newsletter or you can ask any specific questions to your child’s class teacher at parents’ 

evening on Tuesday 3rd March or Wednesday 4th March. 

Marking of Year 5/6 books 

When the new approach was implemented, a decision was made to continue with homework books for children 

in Years 5 and 6. Teachers will collect these books in at the end of each term to monitor them but the books will 

not be marked on a weekly basis. Parents are encouraged to mark the work with their children using the answers 

in the back and if any specific issues arise to encourage their child to inform the class teacher. You are also very 

welcome to arrange to meet with your child’s class teacher to discuss any areas your child may be struggling with 

whenever the need arises. Please rest assured, the books are designed to support learning that is taking place in 

class and the teacher will be providing feedback to all children throughout the day; the homework books are a 

small but important part of this process.  

Consistency 

The aim is for all children to receive homework on a weekly basis. Children are expected to bring their blue 

homework book containing the learning conversations home every Monday. We are aiming for total consistency 

but there are occasional weeks, such as the week before Christmas when this may not have happened. We will 

aim to let you know if homework is not due to be sent home on a given week.  

Homework by email 

Homework will continue to be sent out in the blue books but we are unable to arrange for it to be sent out by 

email at this stage. This is something we will consider again in the future.  

Amount for younger children 

We are currently reviewing the amount of homework children in Falcons Class are expected to complete. We 

recognise that this currently include: reading, phonics, learning conversations and Times Tables Rockstars. The 

new approach was designed to stop homework from becoming a chore and to support with teaching and 

learning. If there is still too much homework we will make a decision about how to change this.  

Researching concepts 

Occasionally, the learning decided at the beginning of the week may change slightly by the end of the week and 

this may affect the activities in the blue books. Usually, the children will have learnt the concepts covered in class 

and so should be able to discuss the learning without too much additional research required from parents. If you 

do find this becoming an issue, please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

We will continue to review the approach but so far we are pleased with the way it is going. Please do come 

and speak to us if you have any further comments or questions.  



 

 

Screen time 
 

We have recently been asked for advice on the amount of time children should spend on screens and how long 
before bedtime this should stop. The South Gloucestershire sleep toolkit 
https://edocs.southglos.gov.uk/sleeptoolkit-earlyyears/pages/bedtime-action-plan/ recommends children 
should avoid screens for at least 2 hours before bed time. It also suggests that it is good to avoid having TVs and 
other screens in bedrooms. The NHS also has guidance for screen time for younger children: 
https://www.nhs.uk/news/pregnancy-and-child/who-guidelines-screen-time/  

Menu change 
 

On Tuesday 25th February, the desert will change to pancakes to celebrate Shrove Tuesday, the day before the Christian 
season of Lent begins.  

New classroom 
 

We are on track for our new classroom to be on site and ready to use in the next few months. Many surveys 
have recently been carried out so we feel that things are moving forward. The old building is due to be removed 
next term followed by ground works taking place. The new building will then be brought in and we hope this will 
be before Easter. We are unsure of exact timescales but will keep you updated with any further information.  

World Book Day  
 

World Book Day will take place on Friday 6th March (a day later than the national event). We have made a 
decision not to ask children to dress up this year but there will be a range activities taking place during the day, 
some of which will involve families.   
 
When children arrive in the morning, they will be invited to take part in the poetry trail on the field with 
whichever adult brings them to school day. Please do stay and join in with this activity.  
 
You will then be very welcome to join your child in class for a story mapping activity. We ask that you are 
prepared to get involved and join in with the story mapping! 
 
Book fair will also be visiting during the week commencing 02.03.20 and will be open to purchase books from on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of that week from 3.15- 3.45. Children will have the chance to see the book 
fair on the Friday before.  

Parent Pay update from Mrs Parry 
 

Thank you to all the parents who use this regularly. 

With school trips and visits, it is a secure site and you have instant access to payments and receipts. 

School Dinners 

It has reduced waste and allows lunches to be prepared exactly to order. Meals do need to be ordered before 

8am each morning and can be booked up to 3 weeks in advance. When meals are not ordered from home the 

selection is reduced and not all items may be available. If have any issues with this please see the office. 
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