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Dates and events for this term 

Event Date Time Comments 

INSET day  03.02.20 All day  The staff will have 
training in the teaching of 
phonics. School will be 
closed to children.  

Parent information 
session for Barn Owls and 
Falcons parents 

05.02.20 3.00pm Miss Abley and Mrs 
Wood will tell you more 
about our approach to 
reading in the school hall.  

Church family service 09.02.20 9.30am All families are invited to 
the family service at 
church.  

Online safety day 11.02.20 All day  Children will find out 
more about how to stay 
safe online.  

Outdoor learning day  12.02.20 All day  The whole day will be 
spent learning outside.  

Last day of Term 3 14.02.20 All day   

First day of Term 4 24.02.20 All day   
All dates and events are also available on the school website. 

Please also check our News page on the website where you will see updates about recent events in school. 

http://www.ironactonprimaryschool.co.uk/category/news/   

Safeguarding and child protection 

All members of staff have a responsibility for the safeguarding of all children. We are grateful to all of our 

volunteers too who are trained in understanding how to keep children safe from harm. Our main adults in school 

with responsibility for keeping children safe are as follows: 

Designated child protection officer: Mrs Bagnall 

Deputy designated child protections officers: Mr Riches  

If you ever have any concerns about a child please do speak to one of these two people. Our child protection 

policy can be found on our school website: http://www.ironactonprimaryschool.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2017/02/Child-Protection-6.pdf  

You can also find a lot of useful information on the NSPCC website: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/ 

This includes topics such as: 

‘Talking to your child about online safety’ 

‘When to leave your child home alone’ 

‘Talking about drugs and alcohol’ 
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Healthy schools 

Silver Award 

We will be working with the public health team at the local authority to achieve the silver award for health in 

schools over the next few weeks. The school achieved the bronze award last year which recognises schools 

which promote healthy lifestyles and positive wellbeing. The silver award recognises schools which can 

demonstrate they have impacted on healthy behaviour change.  

Mental health focus 

During the week commencing 3rd February, we will be having a focus on improving our mental health. Mrs 

Detzler, our PSHE leader, has prepared some resources for teachers to use to help children develop useful 

strategies to support them with this. The week will conclude with a walk around the local area on Friday 7th 

February during the afternoon – please let your child’s class teacher know if you can join.   

Sleep toolkit 

South Gloucestershire have produced a sleep toolkit to provide guidance and support for families. It highlights 

the importance of sleep and offers support to prevent sleep issues occurring. Please take a look at the link: 

https://edocs.southglos.gov.uk/sleeptoolkit-childhood/  

Snacks  

We ask that only healthy snacks are sent into school for morning break. We are unable to allow children to eat 

any chocolate, sweets or crisps during this time. The NHS Change 4 Life website contains information which you 

may find useful: https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts/healthier-snacks-for-

kids?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI0LLqsseo5wIVBbDtCh1ipANhEAAYASAAEgL3MPD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds.  

Children may also purchase toast (10p) made using brown bread or fruit (25p) from the kitchen. All children in 

Barn Owls and Falcons receive free fruit every day.  

Please note: we ask that cakes and sweets are not brought into school as part of celebrations such as birthdays. 

Thank you for your support with this matter.  

Healthy start 

Children in Barn Owls and Falcons Classes are currently taking part in Jump Start Johnny at the beginning of each 

day. The older classes aim to get back to doing the Daily Mile when the weather is better – we have found it is 

harder to run in wellies! When the weather improves we will also be encouraging everyone to get involved in 

walk to school Wednesdays. More information to follow.  

 

INSET days 
 

Our next INSET day will take place on Monday 3rd February. School will be closed to all children. The staff will be 
joining those at Hawkesbury. The focus of the day will be the effective delivery of phonics throughout the school.  
 
Other remaining INSET days this year:  

- Monday 1st June 
- Monday 20th July (final day of term will be Friday 17th July)  

 
Tuesday 1st September will also be an INSET. The new school year will begin on Wednesday 2nd September. Any 
further INSET days will be notified to you as soon as they have been decided.   
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https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts/healthier-snacks-for-kids?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI0LLqsseo5wIVBbDtCh1ipANhEAAYASAAEgL3MPD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds


 

 

 

Homework 
Thank you to everyone who completed the online questionnaire about homework. We are aware that some of 
you may have also given feedback through the sheets which are sent home each week. The feedback has been 
overwhelmingly positive with many parents reporting that they know much more about the learning that is 
taking place in class as a result. The teachers have also been very positive about the new approach to homework. 
We will now be speaking with the children next to find out their views. We recognise there are still some issues 
that need to be ironed out and these will be discussed with staff as soon as possible. You will then receive 
further feedback in the next newsletter.  

Buzzards Class Egyptologist visit 

We had a fantastic visit from Ally, an Egyptologist. She brought some real ancient Egyptian artefacts, some of 

them were 5000 years old! Ally told us stories about the gods and taught us about the afterlife. We did some 

royal role play, and learnt how to praise each other in ancient Egyptian. We wrote our names in hieroglyphs on 

our own bookmarks and some of us even got to be Howard Carter for the day! 

We had an amazing day and we learnt so much, it was a great WOW moment in our topic of The Egyptians.  

Here are some quotes from the children who had a great day: 

 

‘’She was really good and she knew loads of stories and lots of facts.’’ – Gracie-Mae 

‘’I liked her coming in, it was really fun. I remember the stores and I liked looking at the old objects.’’ – Harlow 

‘’It was very good, she was really descriptive and fun, she got up with the children and joined in with us. I liked 

learning about the heart being taken out along with all the guts when they were making the mummies!’’ – Chloe 

‘’I really liked the Howard Carter hat we got to wear and it was really fun when we got to dress up as the gods 

and royal people.’’ – Harvey-Jay 

‘’I loved learning about the monsters of the afterlife and it was fun to make up my own. I liked being the winner 

of the Howard Carter award and winning a 2000 year old Egyptian bead from a necklace. I’m still looking after 

it.’’ - Ollie 

 

 
Special Educational Needs (SEN) support for parents 

 
With this week’s newsletter you will receive a leaflet which Mrs Wilson (SENCO) has asked to be sent out. It 
contains information about an organisation called Supportive Parents.  


