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School update 

The first 2 weeks with Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 back at school has gone incredibly smoothly. The staff team 

has been delighted to work with the children again and our risk assessment to keep the children safe is working 

well. We have received a large amount of positive feedback about the process for returning to school including 

the communication provided and I would like to say thank you to everyone for your comments and for 

supporting us with a positive partial reopening. It really does make a difference to us all to receive such a lot of 

encouragement at what has been a difficult time for everyone.  

We recognise that it may be difficult for those children and families who are not in the year groups who have 

been selected to come back yet. In addition, the government announced this week that there are no longer any 

plans to encourage all children to return during the summer term which we know may add further concern for 

many. We had begun to plan provision for each child before the end of the summer term but have now been 

advised not to do this by the Local Authority. We have, however, decided that we would like to invite each year 

group into school for a transition day during the final few weeks of term. Please find dates and more detailed 

information about this later in the newsletter.  

All families who are still at home should now have received a phone call from their child’s class teacher in the 

last week. We hope you found it helpful to be able to talk things through. Please do contact your child’s class 

teacher by email if you would like to discuss anything further about your child’s learning. We are also at the end 

of the phone if you need to discuss anything.  

The vast majority of feedback we have received about the new approach to home school learning has been 

positive. We know that the new system may not suit everyone but we thank you for your understanding as it 

would be impossible for teachers to continue with the previous system now we have most Reception, Year 1 

and Year 6 children back at school. We will continue to review this as the term progresses. If you are finding 

things are becoming more challenging as time goes on, please rest assured that you are not the only one. We 

encourage you to continue to do what you can.  

We have had an increase in requests for children to join our critical worker group. I am required to remind all 

families that this group is only to be used if it is absolutely necessary. The link below sets out which roles are 

classed as critical workers and school is now required to log any roles of those who do need to return outside 

of the permitted year groups: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-

educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision 

After School Club 

The governing body has decided to put an After School Club in place starting in September. This will take place 

Monday – Thursday initially from 3.15 until 6pm. The cost per child will be £8.50. Terms and conditions will be 

published and shared with you as soon as they are ready. We will also be recruiting an After School Club 

supervisor and assistant so please do let the school office know if you are interested or if you know anyone else 

who would like to apply.  

Please let the school office know as soon as possible if you would like to register for After School Club. You will 

also receive a copy of our terms and conditions.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision


 

 

 

 

 

Reports 

During lockdown, teachers were busy writing end of year school reports. These will be distributed from Monday 

29th June. If there is anything you wish to discuss about your child’s end of year report, please do contact your 

child’s class teacher by phone or email. There is also a feedback form that you and your child may wish to 

complete and return to school.  

As you will imagine, we are unable to provide you with any specific attainment data this year. Instead, teachers 

have indicated whether they feel children would have been on track to meet expectations or whether they were 

working towards them or have exceeded them.  

 

Class organisation 2020-2021 

During the next academic year, classes will be organised as follows: 

Class Teacher Teaching Assistant 

Barn Owls 

Reception 

Mrs Wood (Mon & Tues) 

Mrs Lyall (Weds - Fri)  

 

Falcons 

Year 1 & 2 

Miss Abley  Mrs Jones (Mon – Thurs)  

Mrs Bush (Fri) 

Mrs Hampson (1:1) 

Buzzards 

Year 3 & 4 

Mr Brown  Miss Holmes  

Golden Eagles 

Year 5 & 6 

Mrs Bagnall (Mon – Weds)* 

Mrs Detzler (Thurs & Fri) 

Mrs Pilgrim 

Mrs Sparey (1:1)  

* Please note: this depends on the date on which Mrs Bagnall’s maternity leave commences due to the current 

Covid-19 situation. We are looking to appoint a new teacher as soon as possible who will either begin at the end 

of November or the beginning of September.  

Federation with Hawkesbury Primary School 

Along with this newsletter is a letter from the Governors at both Iron Acton and Hawkesbury explaining the 

outcome of the recent consultation on the federation. Please do take the time to read this through. Thank you 

to those who were able to respond to the consultation.  

News about Katie Mansfield  

 

Sadly, Katie Mansfield, a past parent of Iron Acton passed away last week after a long illness. Katie had children at 

the school several years ago so may not have been known to some current parents. She was extremely 

supportive and active member of our school community, serving on the Friends committee and as Chair of 

Governors for a number of years. Our thoughts are with the family at this time. Thank you to Lisa Hatherell for 

passing this message on.   

VE75 mugs 

All children in school should now have received a VE75 mug. Other children can collect theirs on their transition 

day. We would like to thank Iron Acton Parish Council for kindly donating them.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer term transition arrangements  

Current year group  Staff Date Location 

Year 5 Mrs Detzler  

Mrs Pilgrim 

Mrs Sparey   

25th June Hall  

Year 4 Mrs Detzler 

Mrs Pilgrim 

2nd July  Hall  

Year 3 Mr Brown  

Miss Holmes 

6th July  Hall  

Year 2 Mr Brown  

Miss Holmes  

9th July  Hall  

Reception  Miss Abley 

Mrs Jones  

22nd June Morning 

29th June Afternoon 

Falcons Class 

As Year 1 children are currently in school working with Miss Abley and Mrs Jones, their transition arrangements 

will take place during the normal school day. If your Year 1 child is not currently at school we encourage you to 

bring them in to school when you are ready to do so.  

To reduce the risk of cross contamination between different groups of children, the hall will be used for most 

transition days; it will be cleaned thoroughly both before and after use.  

Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will continue to be able to come to school during the transition days 

for other year groups. They will be based in the classroom which they are currently using. Children of critical 

worker families will work in Falcons Class with one of our teaching assistants.  

Children in Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 must come to school between 8.30am and 8.45am on their transition day. They 

must be picked up from the playground at 3pm. This will ensure there are not too many parents at school at the 

same time. A member of staff will be stood at the bottom of the hill to direct you.  

You can choose to provide a packed lunch for your child or they can have a school packed lunch. This must be 

ordered and paid for (if applicable) using Parent Pay.  

Children may return any reading books they have at home. They will be able to take a new set of reading books 

home.  

Children are encouraged to wear school uniform if it still fits. They do not need to bring a PE kit and are 

discouraged from bringing in any non-essential belongings.  

Please rest assured that we have a range of infection control measures in place. All doors are currently wedged 

open to reduce the need to touch them. Cleaning of tables and resources takes place throughout the day. 

Children are required to wash their hands at key points during the day. Please note: in line with government 

guidance children are not expected to maintain strict social distancing; however, staff are now well equipped 

with strategies to reduce close physical contact when children are inside.  

If you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to ask. 


