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The philosophy of Iron Acton C of E VC Primary School is to provide a firm 
foundation on which all aspects of education are built.  We aim to provide a 

Curriculum that is broad and balanced in content and wide-ranging in approach, 
helping to ensure future progress and success.  We believe that we should 

create a learning environment that is motivating, exciting and caring, in order to 
contribute to the children’s positive self-esteem and to foster a love of learning. 
 

This policy reflects the values and philosophy of Iron Acton C of E VC Primary 
School in relation to the teaching and learning goals of the children in the 

Foundation Years.  The policy is a framework within which all staff work, and 
gives guidance on planning, teaching and assessment.  The policy should be 
read in conjunction with the current EYFS Profile, which sets out what pupils 

should be taught in different areas of learning. 
 

Aims 
The overall aims for the children in the Foundation Stage are: 

 to develop a love of learning 

 to experience equality of opportunity in an enabling, safe and secure 
environment 

 to be valued as individuals and acquire self-confidence, independence and 
self-help skills 

 to develop enquiring minds and encourage independent thought 
 to gain knowledge, skills, concepts and attitudes that relate to all areas of 

the Curriculum and to life 

 to learn attention skills and persistence, in particular the ability to 
concentrate 

 to cultivate positive attitudes, values and beliefs and develop an 
understanding of, and respect for, other people’s beliefs and cultures 

 to experience personal achievement and appreciate the achievement of 

others 
 to develop a positive self-image and an understanding of their value in 

society 
 to acquire the skills to communicate their needs, feelings and experiences 
 to develop respect and responsibility for self and others 

 
Learning styles 

At Iron Acton CEVC Primary School we recognise the importance of play. Well 
planned play, both indoors and outdoors, is a key way in which young children 
learn with enjoyment and challenge.  

 
The teachers and support staff make every effort to support and take care of the 

children in the wider context, assisting them in the cloakroom, at lunchtime, 
getting changed for PE and other practical activities, while encouraging 
independence and self-help skills.  

 
Parent and teacher partnership 

At this school we endeavor to make parents feel welcome; we recognize the 
expertise of parents and other adults by involving them in their child’s 
education. We wish to build a firm partnership that benefits and enhances the 

development and well-being of their child.  Through establishing good home 
school links we hope to encourage continued involvement and interest in their 

child’s education. 



 
Pre-Admission Links 

The children tend to come from a wide area, not just from Iron Acton village.  
Where possible, the Reception teacher forms links with the local nurseries and 

preschools. The Reception teacher and TA attend the South Gloucestershire 
transition meeting in the summer term where records are exchanged and there 
is opportunity to discuss individual children’s needs.   

 
During the summer term new entrants visit school for several transition 

sessions. The children work alongside the current Reception pupils and 
experience normal school activities and routines in preparation for their arrival in 
September.  

 
In the summer term, parents are invited to a meeting where they are given 

information about helping to prepare their children for school. The Head teacher, 
Class Teacher and where possible Friends of Iron Acton representative and a 
Governor are present at the meeting. Parents are given copies of school 

information in the format of a ‘Welcome Pack’ and the school brochure. 
 

Parents are able to take part in a home visit when their child begins school in 
September. This enables the teacher to see the child in their home environment 

and for the family to make clear any additional information about their child; this 
may include their likes and dislikes as well as any specific interests.  
 

Admission 
In order to give the new children the best possible start to their schooling, they 

are introduced gradually to the school day including playtimes and lunchtimes.  
The children attend school for sessions until the fourth week. A planned 
structured programme of entry runs over these first few weeks. 

 
Class Organisation and Teaching Style 

Within any one class, children are given the opportunity to work as a class, 
individually and in a group.  The learning task or activity and the resources being 
used influence how the class is organised. 

 
Assessment 

Iron Acton CEVC Primary School uses 2Build a Profile to record learning that has 
taken place. This enables staff to assess the progress and learning needs of the 
children and is recorded through ongoing observations and are shared regularly 

with the parents. Assessments and observations are made to feed into the 
profile throughout the year. Practitioners note in particular the learning which a 

child demonstrates spontaneously, independently and consistently in a range on 
contexts.  
 

The first assessment takes place on entry into Reception and must be completed 
by the October half term. This is revised in the spring term and the end of year 

assessment is carried out in June. This assessment, the individual foundation 
stage profile, together with careful, continual and consistent monitoring by the 
teachers throughout the school year, identifies where early intervention in any 

area might be necessary. 
 

 



Reporting 
The Foundation Stage Profile consists of 20 items of information; the attainment 

of each child assessed in relation to the 17 early learning goal descriptors, 
together with a short narrative describing the child’s three learning 

characteristics. For each early learning goal, practitioners should judge whether 
a child is meeting the level of development expected at the end of the Reception 
Year (expected), exceeding this level (exceeding), or not yet reaching this level 

(emerging). This, along with a summary of learning style, will support future 
curriculum planning for each child’s approach to learning. 

 
Equal Opportunities 
All teaching and non-teaching staff at Iron Acton C of E VC Primary School will 

ensure that all pupils, irrespective of gender, ability, ethnicity and social 
circumstances, have access to the whole Curriculum and opportunities to make 

consistently good or better progress in all areas of the Foundation Stage. 
 
Staff should ensure that all children feel secure, included and valued.  No child 

should feel excluded or disadvantaged because of ethnicity, culture, home 
language, family background, special needs, disability, gender or ability. 

 
Special Educational Needs 

See Policy on Special Educational Needs. 
 
At Iron Acton C of E VC Primary School we aim to provide a happy, stimulating 

and secure environment for all children, where individual abilities are recognized 
and celebrated. 

 
All children are given the opportunity to develop skills to the very best of their 
ability. 

 
We believe in early intervention and provide resources and learning 

opportunities to meet the individual needs of all children in the Foundation 
Years. 
 

Iron Acton C of E VC Primary School works with parents to identify learning 
needs, to respond quickly to any area of difficulty and to formulate an effective 

strategy to meet these specific needs. 
 
   

  

 

 


