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Dear Parents / Carers, 

I hope you had a restful half term break. Here are a few key points for this 

term. 

 

Enquiry 

This term we have two enquiries. The first is ‘What do Artists do?’ with a 
focus on art and music. We are using our story of The Dot by Peter H 
Reynolds as inspiration for our art and our writing, and we will create 
‘dotty’ soundscapes. It will finish with a challenge of curating an art 
exhibition to show off our work. The exhibition will be COVID dependant and 
more details will be released nearer the time. 
 
The second is ‘What is my hat made of?’ with a focus on science and design 
technology (including everyday materials). We will explore different materials 
and discuss why are more appropriate than other to make hats from. It will 
finish with a challenge to create a hat ready for our Christmas party at the 
end of term.  
 

PE 

Our PE days this term are Thursday and Friday. 

We are continuing to wear our school PE kits on our class PE days. Our 

school PE kit consists of a red t-shirt, black shorts, daps or trainers. Your 
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child may wear their school jumper / cardigan if they get cold. Black 

leggings or jogging bottoms are also appropriate for the colder weather. 

Please ensure that your child’s jumpers, cardigans, water bottles and any 

other items they bring to school are clearly labelled with their name. 

 

Reading 

Reading is a FUN-damental part of our learning. We ask that your child 

reads each of their colour banded books three times to develop fluency and 

confidence: 

1. Decoding - unpicking the words and using their phonetic skills 

2. Prosody - reading with more fluency and expression in their voice 

3. Comprehension - using the questions at the back of the book and 

asking your child what they remember about the text. 

Reading books are changed twice a week - Monday and Thursday. We have 

a box for each year group near the door of the classroom for the children 

to deposit their books. This should be done by the children at the start of 

the day.  

When at home, please record each time your child reads as this ensures their 

books are changed consistently. Please try and read as much as you can - 

every day if possible. A few pages in the before school or sharing the books 

before bedtime: 5 minutes, 10 minutes, or even more - it really does all add 

up! We aim to make reading an enjoyable experience. Other support materials 

for reading and phonics will be sent home in your child’s reading folder. 

 

Homework and Spelling 

Homework (daily talking points) and spellings will continue to be given out 

at the start of each week.  

Further information about phonics and spellings can be found on our school 

website: https://www.ironactonprimaryschool.co.uk/ks1-phonics-vocabulary-

and-resources/ 
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Nativity 

Our preparations for the annual Nativity are well underway, with your 

children being assigned their parts next week. If you child has a speaking 

part this year, please do practice their lines at home. Practice recalling the 

lines and using expression in their voices (we sometimes refer to this as 

their story voice). Projection is also key! A list of costumes will be shared 

for each child’s character. We have some costumes in school if required. 

 

If you have any questions about the information please come to speak to me 

after school, or we can arrange a convenient time and date for a longer 

meeting. 

 

Thanks, 

Miss Abley and the KS1 team 

 


