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‘Pupils with special educational 

needs and/or disabilities 

(SEND) are well supported. 

Leaders seek advice promptly 

when they need further support 

in order to meet the needs of 

individuals. Staff understand 

pupils needs and ensure they 

meet them. As a result, pupils 

with SEND learn well.’ 
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Q: How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?  All our staff are trained to match learning to the needs of individuals so that every 

child is able to learn at their own pace and in their own way. We will make or provide any additional resources required.  We use interventions or addition-

al materials so that the child’s needs are met and every child is making good progress.  Our interventions include: 1:1 phonics tutoring sessions, Responsive 

Literacy and Mathematics, SMART moves, ELSA, Zones of Regulation, 1:1 Speech and Language sessions. Where there is a specific need, we endeavour to 

match a suitable programme of intervention to meet it. 

Q: What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing?  At Iron Acton we recognise the importance of positive Mental Health and Wellbe-

ing for all members of our community.  All children, as well as those with SEND, will have the opportunity to take part in social and emotional wellbeing 

groups if deemed necessary. These include; ELSA, friendship groups and specific 1:1 time to talk sessions.  We have an Educational Mental Health Specialist 

providing support in school each week,  have access to the School Nursing Service and Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS).  

We are happy to administer medicines that are required during the school day in line with our Medical Needs Policy.  If necessary, personal care can be 

provided.  

Having the courage to care 

Iron Acton CE VC Primary School is a maintained primary school and is part of the Pinnacle Schools Federation.  

The school follows the policies and guidance of South Gloucestershire Council.  Further information on SEND 

Local Offer | South Gloucestershire (southglos.gov.uk).  

Iron Acton is an inclusive school and offers a range of provision to support children and young people with SEND. 

We believe that all children, including those identified with special educational needs, have an entitlement to ac-

cess a broad, balanced curriculum and that all children are fully included in all aspects of school life.  We provide 

for a wide range of needs including those related to Communication and Interaction, Cognition and Learning, 

Social and Emotional difficulties and Sensory & Physical difficulties.  

Q: How do we identify special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) and what should I do if I 

think my child may have a special educational need (SEN)?   When children enter Iron Acton with identi-

fied SEND, we will work with the parents and professionals already involved and use the information to identify 

their SEN within school and how to best meet the child’s needs. 

If you tell us that you think your child has SEND we will discuss this with you. We will observe your child in class 

and plan with you how we can best support your child. If your child is having difficulty with their learning or not 

making progress in line with their peer group this may be an indication of SEND. In this case we will observe 

them and assess what their needs are. If we require further advice we will contact the Inclusion support team or 

other professionals.  For further information please refer to our SEND Policy PSF-SEND-Policy-A0724-

R0725-1.pdf (ironactonprimaryschool.co.uk)  

Q: How will Iron Acton support my child’s difficulties with learning / Special Educational Needs or 

disability?  All teachers provide Quality First Teaching through personalising learning, ensuring that any addition-

al needs are provided for.  Individual provision plans are written for those who require them.  These provision 

plans are regularly reviewed and meetings are held between school and parents/carers to review targets and 

share progress.  Class teachers ensure that all staff working with your child in school are helped to deliver the 

planned work/programme for your child, so they can achieve the best possible progress. 

Where further support is needed, the SENCO, Christine Wilson, will contact parents to discuss the involvement 

of the appropriate professional. The SENCO coordinates all the support for children with special educational 

needs and disabilities and developing the school’s SEND Policy to make sure all children get a consistent, high 

quality response to meeting their needs in school.  If a child has specific needs where the teacher needs extra 

training, this will take place and specialists will be involved where necessary. 

The Executive Head, Mike Riches, works alongside the SEND leader to develop a strategic plan to continually 

improve our provision for children with SEND.  He also ensures the Governing Body are up to date with any 

issues relating to SEND.  The school’s SEN Governor is Deb Marriage, she liaises with the SENCO and reports to 

the Governors annually.  

https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchannel=0&channel=localoffer
https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchannel=0&channel=localoffer
https://www.ironactonprimaryschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/PSF-SEND-Policy-A0724-R0725-1.pdf
https://www.ironactonprimaryschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/PSF-SEND-Policy-A0724-R0725-1.pdf


Q: What are the different types of support available for children with SEND at Iron Acton 

Primary School? 

Inclusive teaching and learning for all pupils in the classroom, also known as Quality First 

Teaching. 

For your child this would mean: 

• All teaching is based on building on what your child already knows, can do and can understand. 

• Different ways of teaching are in place so that your child is fully involved in learning in class, for  

example using more practical learning approaches. 

• Specific strategies, which may be suggested by the SEND Leader or outside agencies, are in place to 

support your child to learn. 

• Your child’s teacher will have assessed carefully their progress and will have identified the gaps in 

their understanding. Additional support will be provided to meet your child’s needs. 

 

Intervention groups.  
These are for children identified by the class teacher as needing some extra support in school.  

These may be:  

• run in the classroom or another teaching space.  

• run by a teacher, teaching assistant or outside professional. 

For your child this would mean:  

• They will engage in group sessions with specific targets to help them to make more progress. 

 

SEND Support 

 A small number of children are identified by the class teacher / SEND Leader as needing some extra specialist 

support from a professional outside the school.  

This may be from: 

• Local Authority central services e.g. Inclusion Support or Educational Psychology. 

• Outside agencies such as the Speech and Language therapy (SALT) Service, or the school nurse. 

For you and your child this would mean:  

• You will be asked to come to a meeting to discuss your child’s progress and help plan possible ways 

forward. 

• You may be asked to give your permission for the school to refer your child to a specialist profes-

sional e.g. a Speech and Language Therapist or Educational Psychologist. This will help you and the 

school to better understand your child’s particular needs and therefore provide appropriate sup-

port.  

• The specialist professional will work with your child to understand their needs and make recom-

mendations, which may include: 

   Giving advice about how your child is supported in class  

   Setting targets based upon professional guidance 

   Running specific interventions  e.g. a social skills group  

   Giving ideas for support outside of school and in the home 

• This type of support is available for children with specific barriers to learning that cannot be over 

come through Quality First Teaching in the classroom. 
• The school buys into these services and is allocated a number of hours of support.  Therefore, chil-

dren are seen in priority order as identified by the school, based on an individual basis. 

Q: Who are the other peo-

ple providing services to 

children with SEND in this 

school? 

Directly funded by the school: 

• Teaching assistants 

• Educational Psychologist 

(additional time) 

• Educational Welfare    

Service 

• Inclusion Support Service 

• Therapeutic counselling 

Paid for centrally but delivered 

in school: 

• Educational Psychology 

Service (Statutory time) 

• Sensory Service for     

children with visual or 

hearing needs  

• Speech and Language 

Therapy  

• Inclusion Team (Statutory) 

• School Nurse 

• Occupational Therapy 

• Physiotherapy 

• Paediatrics 

• Voluntary Services 

• SEND and You 

Some of the interventions provided by the school 

Q: How will you involve us and 

our child in their provision?  

 

We are a family focused school 

and both you and your child will 

be involved in all decision mak-

ing.  When we assess SEND we 

discuss this with you to determine 

whether your child’s understanding 

and behaviour are the same at 

home and school; we take this into 

account and work with you so that 

we are helping your child in the 

same way to make progress. 

We will write a provision plan 

which will give small targets and 

monitor the progress your child is 

making. These will be reviewed 

with you at least 3 times a year by 

your child’s class teacher and we 

will discuss the next steps of sup-

port for your child.   

We welcome parents/carers con-

tacting the school to make an ap-

pointment to meet with the teach-

er/SENCO if they would like to 

discuss any concerns.  We will also 

contact parents/carers to arrange 

meetings if we feel this is neces-

sary.  



Q: How can I let the 

school know I am con-

cerned about my 

child’s progress in 

school? 

 

• If you have concerns 

about your child’s   

progress you should 

speak to the class 

teacher initially who 

will discuss those 

concerns with you 

and, if necessary, the 

SEND leader. 

• If you are not happy 

with the way that 

the concerns are 

being managed and 

that your child is still 

not making progress 

you should speak to 

the SEND Leader or 

Head   teacher. 

•     We hope to resolve 

issues that arise quickly 

and effectively. Howev-

er, should you feel you 

need to make a com-

plaint, please find a 

copy of our complaints 

policy on the school 

website or from the 

school office.  

 

Q: How will the 

school let me know if 

they have any con-

cerns about my child’s 

learning in school? 

 

• If your child is then 

identified as not 

making progress, the 

school will call a 

meeting to discuss 

this in more detail 

and to: 

• listen to any con-

cerns you may have,  

• plan any additional 

support your child 

may receive, 

• discuss any referrals 

to outside profes-

Types of support continued:  Educational Health Care Plan 

 

This means your child will have been identified by the class teacher/ SEND Leader as needing a partic-

ularly high level of individual or small group teaching, which can’t be provided through high quality 

teaching or SEND support. 

Your child will also need specialist support from an outside agency. This may be from: 

Local Authority central services e.g. Inclusion Support Service or Behaviour Support. 

Outside agencies such as the Speech and Language therapy (SALT) Service or the Educational 

Psychology Service.   

 

For your child this would mean:  

• The school (or you) can request that the Local Authority carry out a statutory assessment of 

your child’s needs. This is a legal process which determines whether your child’s needs are suffi-

ciently complex to require statutory assessment. If this is the case, they will ask you and all pro-

fessionals involved with your child, to write a report outlining your child’s needs. If they do not 

think your child needs this, they will ask the school to continue with the current support.  

• Once all the information has been collected, the Local Authority will decide if your child’s needs 

are severe, complex and lifelong (0-25 years). If this is the case they will write an Education and 

Health Care Plan (EHCP).  

• If this is not the case, they will ask the school to continue with current support and to ensure a 

plan is in place which ensures your child makes as much progress as possible. 

• The EHC Plan will outline how the support should be used and what strategies must be put in 

place. It will also have long and short term goals for your child.  

• Additional adult may be appropriate to support your child with whole class learning, run individu-

al programmes or run small groups including your child.  

Q: How is extra support allocated to children? 

• The school budget, received from South Gloucestershire LA, includes money for supporting 

children with SEND. 

• The Executive Headteacher sets the budget for SEND in consultation with school governors, 

on the basis of school needs. This includes resources, training and support for staff and pupils. 

• The Executive Headteacher and the SEND Leader discuss all the information they have about 

SEND in the school, including:  

  - children receiving support already, 

  - children needing extra support, 

  - the children who have been identified as not making expected progress  

Q: How will my child be included in activities available with children who do not have an 

SEN?  

We have a wide variety of after school activities which are open to all children regardless of their 

needs, this includes a breakfast club and after school club. 

The school offers regular educational trips as well as visitors to school to support learning.  All chil-

dren with SEN/D are welcomed and supported on residential trips. We select visits which are accessi-

ble to all children and where necessary parent/carers will be consulted to establish the suitability of a 

trip for their child before booking to ensure accessibility.  



Q: How will we support 

your child when they 

are leaving this school 

or moving on to another 

class? 

We recognise that transi-

tions can be difficult for a 

child with SEND and take 

steps to ensure that any      

transition is a smooth as  

possible.   

If your child is moving to 

another school:  

We will contact the school 

SEND Leader and ensure 

he/she knows about any    

special arrangements or 

support that need to be 

made for your child. 

We will make sure that all 

records about your child 

are passed on as soon as 

possible. 

Special visit opportunities 

for children with SEND are 

arranged with local second-

ary schools 

When moving classes in 

school:  

Information will be passed 

on to the new class teacher; 

a transition meeting will 

take place. All records will 

be shared with the new 

teacher. 

Q: How are the teachers in school helped to support children with SEND and what 

training do they have? 

 

• The Executive Headteacher and the SEND Leader’s role is to support the class teacher in 

planning for children with any additional needs.  Training needs are identified and reviewed in 

conjunction with school needs.  Individual teachers and support staff attend training courses 

run by outside agencies that are relevant to the needs of specific children in their class. 

• The SENCO holds the NASENCO qualification and regularly attends best practice networks. 

 

Q: How will the teaching be adapted for my child with SEND? 

 

• Class Teachers plan lessons according to the specific needs of all groups of children in their 

class, and will ensure that your child’s needs are met. 

• Specially trained support staff can adapt the teacher’s planning to support the needs of your 

child where necessary. 

• Specific resources and strategies will be used to support your child individually and in groups. 

 

Q: How will both you and I know how my child is doing and how will you help me sup-

port my child’s learning?  

 

Children’s individual provision plans are reviewed, with your involvement, every term and updat-

ed. The progress of children with an EHC Plan is formally reviewed at an Annual Review with all 

adults involved with the child’s education. 

 

Your child’s progress is continually monitored by their class teacher and their progress is re-

viewed formally every term and assessed against the National Curriculum in reading, writing and 

maths. Pre-KS1 assessment levels are used to assess progress where a child is significantly below 

national expectations.  At the end of each Key Stage 2 all children are required to be formally 

assessed using Standard Assessment Tests (SATs).  Year 1 pupils undertake a phonics screening 

check and Year 4 pupils undertake a multiplication tables check.  

The SEND leader and Executive Headteacher will also monitor that your child is making good 

progress and regularly review progress and impact in inclusion meetings and pupil progress meet-

ings. 

 

Q: What support do we have for you as a parent of child with an SEND? 

 

• The class teacher will discuss your child’s progress or any concerns you may have and share 

information about successful strategies. 

• The SEND Leader and Executive Headteacher are available to meet with you to discuss your 

child’s progress or any concerns you may have.  

• All information from outside professionals will be discussed with you, or where this is not 

possible, given to you in a report. 

• Individual provision plans will be discussed with you when reviewed. 

• Homework will be adjusted to suit your child’s individual needs. 

• A home/school contact book may be used to support communication if appropriate. 

 

Q: How is Iron Acton Primary School accessible to children with SEND? 

• Adaptations have been made to ensure accessibility as far as possible e.g. ramps outside, and 

accessible toilet facilities. 

• We ensure that equipment used is accessible to all children regardless of their needs.  

• Before and after school provision and extra curricular activities are accessible to all children 

including those with SEND. 

• Specific equipment is purchased as necessary to meet the specific needs of children with 

SEND, this is often through recommendations and secured in consultation with outside pro-

fessionals.  

 

Q: Who can I contact for more information? 

• For the first point of contact, please ring the school on 01454 228322 or 
email enquiries@ironactonprimaryschool.co.uk and your message will be forwarded to 

the SENCO, Christine Wilson, or the appropriate member of staff who will contact you 
as soon as possible.   

We hope this information has 

been helpful.  Any further ques-

tions please contact us: 

Iron Acton Primary School 

Wotton Road, Iron Acton ,    

Bristol BS37 9UZ       

TEL: 01454 228 322  


